fj, THE eighth character of the English
iA alphabet, held the same position in
the North-Semitic, Greek, Etruscan, and
Latin alphabets. The North-Semitic
letter, called heth (or kheth}, was written
fej ^ a and had the sound of a strong
F" H LJ aspirate, or rather a guttural,
rough breathing sound h : this is also the modern
use in Hebrew and Arabic. In the early Greek
alphabets the letter was adopted to represent the
long f-sound, i.e. the eta (in the Eastern alphabets)
or the aspirate (in the Western alphabets). In

the classical Greek alphabet the h took
the form H and it was in this form that
it was taken into the Latin and the modern
alphabets.

The greater speed which came with sub-
sequent developments in hand writing
resulted 'in the scribe's endeavouring to
complete a character without removing his pen
from the paper. Thus developed the Latin cursive
form (L with its uncial equivalent q , forerunners

of the minuscules h and h.

H    Eighth letter of the Eng-
lish and Latin alphabets.
By  some  it  is  regarded
as a consonant, by others as a
mere aspiration.

It had an aspirate value in the
Etruscan and Latin alphabets.
In Rome its pronunciation was
neglected by the common people
(just as it is often today in England
and elsewhere), and Catullus
pokes fun at Arrius, who tried to
be correct, but always succeeded
in getting his aspirates in the
wrong place. In Italian and
Spanish the h is written to in-
dicate a modification of the pre-
ceding consonant but never as an
aspirate. In French the letter 7t,
though never sounded, is some-
times " aspirate" (e.g. rhomme,
la houk). In English the h may
be a strong aspirate (as in "half"),
a weak aspirate ("as in while),
or silent (as in "honour").

H. In music, the German name
for B natural (B being reserved in
German for Bb). Thus, Schubert's
famous Unfinish- .
ed Symphony in
B minor ia called
in Germany the
symphony in H
moll ; and Liszt
wrote a fugue on
the notes in the
name Bach.

Haakon I
(915-961). King
of Norway, c.
938-961, known
as Haakon the
Good. Youngest
son of Harold
Haarfager (Fair-
Hair), he was brought up in
England as a foster-son of king
Athelstan. After his father's death
he was furnished with ships by the
English king and sailed for Nor-
way. Having defeated his half-
brother, Eric Blood-Axe, Haakon
was proclaimed king. He was
killed in 961, whilst repelling an
invasion by the sons of Eric.

Haakon IV (120^-63). King of
Norway, 1223-63, known as The
Old. He brought Iceland and

Greenland under the Norwegian
crown. He was defeated by Alex-
ander III of Scotland at" Largs
in 1263 and died at Kirkwall,
Orkney.

Haakon VH (1872-1957). King
of Norway from   1905.    Second
son of Frederick VIII of Denmark,
he   was    born
Aug.   3,   1872,
ind  christened
Oarl.   On July
22,  1896, he
married   Maud
(1869 - 1938),
youngest
daughter of the
prince of Wales
Haaton VH        (Edward  VII).
King of Norway     Qn the separa.

tion of Norway from Sweden in
1905, he was chosen king by the
Norwegian storting and assumed
the name Haakon VII. His only
son Alexander (b. 1903) became
crown prince, with the new name
Olaf. Haakon's reign was unevent-
ful until, on April 9, 1940. the

drawal from Trondheim, the king
proclaimed that he would not
treat with the Germans before their
complete evacuation. He sailed in
a British warship to London on
June 10. In 1941 he approved his
government's decision to restore
the death penalty for crimes against
the state, a measure aimed at the
Quisling government. Haakon re-
ceived a tumultuous welcome on
his return to Oslo, June 7, 1945.
He died Sept. 21, 1957, and was
succeeded by his son, Olaf VI.

Haarlem. Town of the Nether-
lands, capital of the prov. of North
Holland. It is
about 14 m. W.
of Amsterdam, on
the Spaarne, and
is well served by
rly. Industries
are small, cotton
weaving, h!e*ch-
Haarlemarms ing and dyeing,

printing, and type-founding being
the chief; but the town is famous
as the centre of a bulb growing
region which supports a large-
exporting industry.

Haarlem possesses many archi-
tectural and artistic treasures. Its
chief features are the Groote Kerk,
on the market place, a large cruci-
form church of the late 15th cen-
tury, with a tower over 250 ft. high;
the town hall, a 13th-century castle
many times restored; and a
museum occupying a hospice
built in 1608 and containing a
superb collection of paintings by

Germans invaded P^
Norway. The royal
family with the
government left
Oslo for Hamar.
When the king
refused to appoint
an administration
favourable to the
Nazis, his head-
quarters was
bombed. Following
the Allied with-

Haarlem.   The Groote Kerk or Great draroh, with
STold Meat Market on right. Top, left, the Town HalJ